Introduction
Abscisic acid (ABA) plays a major role in plant-water relations. It has been shown to promote stomatal closure in many species including trees (Johnson, 1987) , and there is growing evidence that it could be a root-produced effector for water stress reactions (Zhang et al., 1987 (Downton etal., 1988) Effects of ABA application At 10-4 M, the effects were very similar to those described above with two main differences: 1) there was a significant time lag before leaf reaction, which may be attributed to ABA diffusion into leaves; from the original records, we may estimate the delay to be 10.8 ± 1.9 min for A and 9.1 ± 1.2 min for g (Fig. 2a) ; 2) no recovery appeared during the 1 st hours after application, even if A and g increased slightly after the first breakdown. Plotting these results on A vs c i curves (Fig. 2b) (1985) . The c i gradients across hypostomatous leaves (Parkhurst et al., 1985) are not large enough to modify these conclusions. Existence of 'patchy behavior' of stomata in response to ABA (Downton et al., 1988) could contradict these conclusions, but there is still not enough evidence to demonstrate the reality of this behavior.
